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Great South Beach of Long Ago 


Frances A. Collins Bullock 
THE STEAMER Senekes 
brought summer vacationers 
from the Moriches Bay area 
to the Smith’s Point Pavil- 
lion every Sunday afternoon. 
A round trip was 25 cents. 
The first people to run the 
pavillion that I remember 
were Lewis Hammond and 
his wife, Myra Farnhan. 
The pavillion dock would 
be crowded with sailboats 
from the western end of 
Great South Bay; Brookha- 
ven, Bellport and _ farther 
west. Captain Blythe Gerard 
ran a ferry from the dock at 
Brookhaven; Charles and 
George Cesman, and Charles 
Rice captained boats from 
Bellport. They were about as 
expert captains as there were 


242 


on the bay and sailed from 
the Wyandotte dock. 


At the pavillion there was 
a large veranda with captains 
chairs made of strong oak, a 
powder room to the right and 
a candy stand nearby with 
delicious molassas taffy, pea- 
nut brittle, popcorn balls, cup 
cakes and ginger bread, all 
made in Mrs. Hammond’s 
kitchen. Soft drinks came 
from a bar that was connect- 
ed to the pavillion by a short 
boardwalk. 


Many of those who came 
carried picnic baskets to the 
ocean side, over a long board- 
walk. There were bathhouses 
to be rented and along the 
beach were sunshades, famil- 
ies had built with posts dug 
into the sand, covered with 
bushes and grasses. Using 


wood from the beach, long 
tables and benches had been 
put together. No name was 
needed on the different sun- 
shade places. No one ever 
used another man’s, even if 
he wasn’t on the beach. All 
things were respected. 


For our Sunday School 
picnic large freezers of ice 
cream were brought across 
the bay. This was served in 
the afternoon with homemade 
cake and soft drinks, usu- 
ally sarsaparilla or root beer, 
purchased from the pavillion 
bar. 


Men from the nearby vil- 
lages were employed by the 
government as Life Savers. 
They went to the beach in 
early fall and stayed there all 
winter, having one day a 
week ashore. In the summer 
these men were free to farm 
at home on the mainland. 
Many of them built homes on 
the beach so that their fam- 
ilies could be with them at 
least some of the wintertime 





